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There appears to be no doubt that this Patent was the latest granted to the MacDonnells of 
Tenekilly ; for their possessions in the Queen's County appear to have been forfeited by James Mao 
Donnell, and to have thereupon passed into the hands of other adventurers. 

The account of the varied fortunes of this family in the Queen's County, which thus terminates, 
forms a most instructive chapter of Irish history, and may taken as a fair sample of the rise and fall 
of many families of military adventurers who obtained large grants from the Crown in the war- 
like and disturbed reigns of Elizabeth and the monarcbs who immediately succeeded her. If a few 
more such accurate and careful archaeological sketches were thus given to the world, they would throw 
more light upon the policy of the English government, and the state of society in Ireland during the 
period to which we alluded, than most of the elaborate, but somewhat fanciful, disquisitions, that have 
hitherto passed current for positive History. 

J. HUBAND SMITH, M.A.— M.R.I.A 



ST. COLUM CILLE'S CEOSS. 



The following curious passage occurs in a letter preserved in the State Paper Office, dated 20th 
October, 1504, from the Lord Deputy of Ireland, Sir John Perrot, to Sir Francis Walsingham, the 
English Secretary of State : — 

" For a token I have sent you holie Cjlumkill's crosse : — a God of greate veneration with Sarle- 
boy and all Ulster; for so greate was his grace, as happy be thought himself that coulde gett a kisse 
of the said nrosse. I send him unto yon that when you have made some sacrifice to him according to 
the disposition you heare to Idolatrie, you maie if you please bestowe him upon my good Lady Wal- 
smghain or my Lady Sidney, to weare as a Jewell of weight and bignesse, and not of prise and 
goodness, upon some solempne feaste or triumph daie at the Courte." 

The Lord Deputy had just returned from an expedition into Ulster against the Scottish intruder 
Somairle huyy, (or the yellow) M' Donnell, and the remarkable relic be sent over to England was pro- 
bably part of the spoil won from that chieftain. Lady Sidney, to whom the "Jewell " was offered, 
was daughter of the powerful Secretary of State, and recently married to the accomplished Sir Philip 
Sidney : — she was subsequently espoused by Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex ; and, after his death, 
was married a third time, by the fourth and brave Earl of Clanricard. Her last husband being a Ro- 
man Catholic, she adopted his creed, and, if she possessed this venerable Cross, doubtless regarded it 
with more reverence than is exhibited by the donor. 

The memory of St. Colum Cille was, indeed, held in much veneration in Ulster, and every memorial 
of that good and Christian man must have been considered sacred. His copy of the Scriptures, preser- 
ved in a rich case, was brought out on particular occasions to be employed by the chief of the clan 
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O'Donnel (of which the saint had been a member) as an instrument of ordeal whereby a clansman 
might clear himself from an accusation by taking a purgatory oath on its holy contents. It is well 
known that many families and clans used what may be termed favourite oaths : — accustoming them- 
selves to swear by some special saint or notable relic. Thus the O'Neill swore by the Bachal Murry , 
or ecclesiastical stair of St. Murry. O'Donnell probably called on the patron saint of his race. The 
Earl of Clanricard writes, 22d October, 1567, to the Queen,* to acquaint her that: — "O'Donnel 
hath threatened by a solemne othe that he will burn Clanricard, where I have the government under 
your Grace." This threat had obliged the Earl to return home in order to defend his territory, and 
it had proceeded from that chief's displeasure because the Earl's daughter would not marry him. 
Lord Justice Fitzwilliam writes on the 31st of the same month to Secretary Sir William Cecil to say 
that " ODonel has burned most part of McDermond's country and corn, but missed the prey, which 
was fled, and did then swear by the chief idol of his country that he would do as much in Clanricard 
ere it were the end of Christmas." 

St. Colvim Cille's cross may not now be in existence ; it may either have been destroyed or lost : — 
however, it may still hold a place in some cabinet collection of ancient rarities, and this notice of it 
may lead to our being able to give an engraving of so interesting a memorial of one of the best 
of Ireland's worthies. 

HERBERT F. HORE. 



RUSTIC PROVERBS CURRENT IN ULSTER 



The Philosophy of Proverbs is a wide and interesting subject, but it is one with which I do not in- 
tend to trouble you at present. My object is to illustrate three curious points in a single Essay, 
though there are many others collateral which arc also of great interest. 

1. A proverb or proverbial phrase shows a certain poverty of language in the individual ; he ac- 
cordingly uses a particular expression with a general application which his hearers perfectly under- 
stand. He cannot tell you that ' perseverance overcomes the most formidable obstacles,' but he says 
" a constant dthrap wares a hole in a stone.' His vocabulary hardly furnishes him with terms to say 
" attach the blame to the culpable individual,' he therefore says " put the saddle on the right horse." 
When desirous to express — ' the circumstance does not affect your interests,' — he says — " it takes no 
butther aff your bread." 

2. While each expression is thus a condensation of philosophy, or epitome of experience, the mode 
of expression seems to show the birth-place of the speaker. Few forms of expression show the pecu- 
liarities of dialect in bolder relief than those which are so currently used ; and your readers will 

• MS. Iriah Correspondence, State Paper Office. 



